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GLOSSARY

Adaptive Management: A process through which natural resource management measures are
modified in consideration of information derived from monitoring of the resource to
better satisfy the goals and objectives of the management regime.

Bycatch: Any species caught in a fishery, but which are not sold or kept for personal use, and
includes economic discards and regulatory discards.

Charter Fishing: Fishing from a vessel carrying a passenger for hire (as defined in section
2101(21a) of Title 46, United States Code) who is engaged in recreation fishing.

Commercial Fishing: Fishing in which the fish harvested, either in whole or in part, are intended
to enter commerce or enter commerce through sale, barter or trade. For the purposes of
this Fishery Management Plan, commercial fishing includes the commercial extraction of
biocompounds.

Ecosystem: The interdependence of species and communities with each other and with their non-
living environment.

Ecosystem-Based Fishery Management: Fishery management actions aimed at conserving the
structure and function of marine ecosystems, in addition to conserving the fishery
resource.

Ecotourism: Observing and experiencing, first hand, natural environments and ecosystems in a
manner intended to be sensitive to their conservation

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS): A document required under the National Environmental
Policy Act, that assesses alternatives and addresses the impact on the environment of a
proposed major federal action.

Essential Fish Habitat (EFH): Those waters and substrate necessary to fishery resources for
spawning, breeding, feeding or growth to maturity.

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): The zone established by Proclamation numbered 5030, dated 
March 10, 1983. For purposes of application, the inner boundary of that zone is a line
coterminous with the seaward boundary of each of the coastal states, commonwealths,
territories or possessions of the United States.

Fishery: One or more stocks of fish that can be treated as a unit for purposes of conservation and
management and that are identified on the basis of geographical, scientific, technical,
recreational and economic characteristics; and any fishing for such stocks.

Fishery Management Plan (FMP): A plan prepared by a Regional Fishery Management Council
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or by NMFS (if a Secretarial plan) to manage fisheries and/or their impact(s) on coral
reef ecosystems.

Fishery Management Unit Species (MUS): The fishery resources managed under the FMP.

Fishing: The catching, taking or harvesting of fish; the attempted catching, taking or harvesting
of fish; any other activity that can reasonably be expected to result in the catching, taking
or harvesting of fish; or any operations at sea in support of, or in preparation for, any
activity described in this definition. Such term does not include any scientific research
activity that is conducted by a scientific research vessel.

Habitat: Living place of an organism or community, characterized by its physical or biotic
properties.

Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC): Those areas of EFH identified pursuant to Section
600.815(a)(9). In determining whether a type or area of EFH should be designated as a
HAPC, one or more of the following criteria must be met: (1) ecological function
provided by the habitat is important; (2) habitat is sensitive to human-induced
environmental degradation; (3) development activities are, or will be, stressing the
habitat type; or (4) the habitat type is rare.

Handline: Fishing gear that is set and pulled by hand, and consists of one vertical line to which
may be attached leader lines with hooks.

Hook and line: Fishing gear that consists of one or more hooks attached to one or more lines.

Longline: A type of fishing gear consisting of a main line which is deployed horizontally from
which branched or dropper lines with hooks are attached.

Main Hawaiian Islands (MHI): The high islands of the State of Hawai#i consisting of Ni#ihau,
Kaua#i, O#ahu, Moloka#i, Lana#i, Maui, Kaho#olawe, Hawai#i and all of the smaller
associated islets (from 154°W longitude to 161°20'W longitude).

Maximum Sustainable Yield: A management goal specifying the largest long-term average catch
or yield (in terms of weight of fish that can be taken, continuously (sustained) from a
stock or stock complex under prevailing ecological and environmental conditions,
without reducing the size of the population. 

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS): The component of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Department of Commerce, responsible for
conservation and management of living marine resources.

Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (NWHI): The EEZ of the Hawaiian islands archipelago lying to
the west of 161°20'W longitude.
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Optimum Sustainable Population (OSP): OSP means the number of animals which will result in
the maximum productivity of the population or species, keeping in mind the carrying
capacity of the habitat and the health of the ecosystem.

 Overfishing: Fishing at a rate or level that jeopardizes the capacity of a stock or stock complex to
produce maximum sustainable yield on a continuing basis.

Pacific Island Area: American Samoa, Guam, Hawai#i, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, Baker Island, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, Johnston Atoll, Kingman
Reef, Midway Island, Wake Island or Palmyra Atoll, as applicable, and includes all
islands and reefs appurtenant to such island, reef or atoll.

Recreational Fishing: Fishing primarily for sport or pleasure. 

Recruitment: A measure of the weight or number of fish which enter a defined portion of the
stock such as fishable stock (those fish above the minimum legal size) or spawning stock
(those fish which are sexually mature).

Reef: A ridge like or mound like structure built by sedentary calcareous organisms and
consisting mostly of their remains. It is wave-resistant and stands above the surrounding
sediment. It is characteristically colonized by communities of encrusting and colonial
invertebrates and calcareous algae.

Remote U.S. Pacific Islands: Baker Island, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, Johnston Atoll,
Kingman Reef, Midway Island, Wake Island and Palmyra Atoll and includes all islands
and reefs appurtenant to such islands, reefs and atolls.

Stock of Fish: A species, subspecies, geographical grouping or other category of fish capable of
management as a unit.

Subsistence Fishing: Fishing primarily to obtain food for personal use rather than for sale or
recreation.

Target Resources: Management Unit Species selectively targeted by fishermen by selecting
appropriate gear, fishing depth, time-of-day or other means.

Trap: A portable, enclosed device with one or more gates or entrances and one or more lines
attached to surface floats.

Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council (WPRFMC or Council): The entity
charged with development of management plans for fisheries occurring in the U.S. EEZ
around State of Hawai#i, the Territories of American Samoa and Guam, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and the remote territories and
possessions of the U.S. in the Pacific.


